Preparing to Read
Build Background
• In the 1960's and 1970's when this selection takes place, many institutions of Chinese life, including marriage, were subjected to intense questioning.
• Sine 1949, Mao Zedong and his Communist forces had been in control of China. 
Words to Know 
Preparing to Read Focus Your Reading
• Setting can include time and place, but can also include the social and cultural environment in which the action of a story takes place.
• In this story, the author provides many clues about the story's cultural setting. 
Preparing to Read

Focus Your Reading
Despite sweeping political changes, many Chinese customs were slow to change.
-For example, centuriesold traditions dictated that marriages be arranged by the couple's families when the prospective spouses were still young children.
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Preparing to Read
Focus Your Reading
Although new laws enacted by the Communists allowed individuals to choose their own marriage partners, marrying for love was still frowned upon. 
Reading and Analyzing
Literary Analysis
Cultural Setting -The story takes place in Communist China.
-As you read, keep a list of elements of that cultural setting that have a direct influence on the relationship details in the story. 
Reading and Analyzing
Active Reading 
Active Reading • Clarifying -Clarify what the narrator means when she says her mother had a "locked heart."
Literary Analysis
Cultural Setting -Reread the last two sentences of the story.
-How does Shanshan's argument for allowing people to live single reflect the cultural setting of this story?
